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had thy companion killed for having made it upon
my grandson; the like will be done to thee, if thou
continue.’’ The Father answered him that this sign
was adorable; that it could not do anything but good
to those who should use it; that he had no intention
of giving it up. That man dissimulated, for the
time, and the Father employed no reserve in this
devotion,—asking nothing better than to die for
having expressed the mark and sign of the Christian;
[87] but let us resume the sequence of our discourse.

That young man, or that blessed martyr, being
thus slain, the Father returns to his cabin; his
people apply their hands to his breast, in order to feel
whether fear did not agitate his heart. Having found
it steady, they said to him: ‘‘ Do not again leave the
village, unless thou art accompanied by some one of
us; they intend to beat thee to death; look out for
thyself.”” He knew very well that they were seeking
his life; a Huron, who had given him some shoes
out of compassion, came to ask them of him again,—
‘“ Because,’’ he said to him, ‘‘ soon thou wilt have no
more use for them, and another would use them.”
The Father gave them back to him, understanding
very well what he meant to tell him.

Some time after, a young Hiroquois, wishing to
kill him, came to find him in his cabin, and said to
him: ‘“ Come with me to the next village.”” The
Father, knowing by his bearing that he had some evil
design in mind, said to him: ‘I am not my own
master; if those to whom I belong, or who keep me,
send me, I will accompany thee.”” That wretch had
nothing to answer; he went out and proceeded to
communicate his intention to a good old man, who
forbade him [88] that base enterprise,— warning the



